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The recent upsurge in mass numbers of
unexplained bee deaths has stirred debate over
what could be causing these incidents around
the globe. Some scientists now believe that a
specific class of pesticides called neonicotinoids
might be to blame. Last December, the
European Union enacted a two-year ban on
three types of neonicotinoid pesticides in
response to the European Food Safety
Authority’s report that stated that neonicotinoids pose “high acute risks” to pollinators, likes bees.[i]
The U.S. currently has no such ban in place. However, the EPA has expressed similar apprehension
over the insecticide’s long-term effects, and certain U.S. cities are currently considering instituting
local bans. 
Neonicotinoids are a fairly new class of pesticide. Neonicotinoid pesticides target an insect’s nervous
system, ultimately paralyzing and killing it.[ii] Opponents of neonicotinoids say that what is so
troubling about this type of water-soluble pesticide is that the residue of the pesticide accumulates in
the pollen and nectar of treated plants and remains in the tissue of the plant as it grows. [iii] The
bees then pollinate the plants and ingest the residue which some speculate interferes with the
nervous system of bees; causing them to become disoriented and unable to find their way back to
the hive, eventually resulting in death.
Proponents of the insecticide argue that this evidence is inconclusive and that neonicotinoids have
no effect on the bee population.[iv] They stress that many factors contribute to bee death, such as
environmental factors, pest infestations, and bee management practices. Two European
manufacturers of the pesticides have brought legal action against the EU’s ban in the European
Court of Justice, and here in the U.S. the manufacturers of the chemicals are involved in intense
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lobbying to ensure that no ban is enacted in this country. The manufacturers argue that this kind of
pesticide is safe if used as directed and that any bee death that might have occurred is simply the
result of misuse of the chemical.[v]
As tensions over these controversial insecticides continue to build and bees continue to die for
unapparent reasons, a ban in the U.S. becomes more of a possibility. Last year, Oregon enacted a
temporary ban on neonicotinoids after 50,000 bees died in a local shopping center parking lot after
nearby trees were sprayed with a neonicotinoid pesticide. Currently, Minnesota is considering
enacting a neonicotinoids ban in response to community outcry over its potential side effects.[vi]
The state has now initiated a six-month in-depth review into the matter. [vii] The results of this
study will determine the state’s next action in regards to the use of neonicotinoids. Additionally,
there is a recent bill in Congress advocating for a neonicotinoid pesticide ban called the “Saving
America’s Pollinator Act” that is currently under review by a House subcommittee.[viii]
If bees continue to die for unknown reasons at the present alarming rate, the issue of whether
neonicotinoid pesticides play a role in those killings becomes more and more important. Bees are
vital to human survival. As pollinators, bees are responsible for pollinating one-third of the world’s
crops,[ix] which is equivalent to about $15 billion  worth of agricultural production.[x] Due to the
controversial findings on the side effects of neonicotinoids and the need to halt the unexplained bee
deaths, a potential ban on neonicotinoid pesticides is becoming a more imminent concern, as either
the resolution or continued instability of this issue will not only have a domestic influence but will
impact the world.
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